April 17, 2001

Fobert Mendex, MO, President
“Ome Legaey™ Orgameation
2200 W_ Thard Strect, 4th Floor
los Angeles, CA Q0057

Dear . Mendez:

Yemterday, T saw you kick off “Matonal Crgan Donor Aowareness Week™ with a lelevision
mierview on WRC Channel 4 T thowght you articulated the facts suroewnding this
impartant s very waell and am hopehul that yvour message wall encourase more people
to choosc organ donation as a life saving option at the time of ther demise

[ am one of those whose Iife was saved by receiving a new lung at UCLA 10 1999 1t teuly
has made me a new person and 1 will be lorever indebted 1o the family that made e the
ahject of their generasity. T have heen rving Lo 1ind a wav 1o repay society for this
womderful @it and 1 believe 1 have a good idea on how Lo do that.

The thought I have is for the entry of a floar in the Pasadens Rose Parade, decorated by
arean recipients and their loved ones, celebrating the gift of lifc and hononng the donor
families whao have shown their unselfish dedication o the wel-being of others. The float
and “color” commentary that would accompany it would be seen and heard by some 350
mnllion peaple aind would loeus substantial positive atlention and. hepefully, respenses 1o
appeals for orsan wd ossoe donaions The exposure would put a more haman fce on
this somewhar abstract subjest and completing a project of this sart would certainly
penerate a feeling of accomplishment for thosc invohned.

T hive contacled the Tourmamenl ol Roeses ellice in Pasadena o explore this idea and the
person wilh whomn T spoke, Wendy Mathis, was warin 1o the suggestion. However, she
saitl thal a float encry of Whis sorl must be sponsored by a recognized organization oo
business. Further, the sponsor would heve o submil an apphcation Tor consideration by
the I'ournamernt's “Float Entnces Committee™ before procesthing Rdber - She senl me The
enclozed information packet to acquaint me with the process,

With that somewhat lengthy backpround, Ul get to the question. 'Will your organization
spomsar & [loal ol the type 1 have described? 1 am told that Hoat costs start at $50,000.
That is a substantial amoeunt of momney, of course; bul [ have been told that a bumanitarian
proqect [ke this might generate micrest and Gnancial sopport feom pharmaceatical
companies and transplant centers a8 well as from indiaduals who have been somehows
touched by these medical miracles. 1 recogmze, of course, that you are more adept at
assessing this aspect of the proposal.



Robert Mendez, %1 T2
417101
Page 2

TF you are willing to de this, L will do everything T can 1o work with you to make this
happen. Tt is Tikely oo late w enter a float this vear but T have ne doubt that we could
have an entry ready Tor the Tanuary 2003 parade. | am not & professional Ooat building
arganizer but T have some contacts that might be able to assist with mibrmation on how 1o
manage the process as well as helping Lo vecruil float decoration volunteers T would be
willing, to write letters to generate support and contributions for the project and o enlist
virlunteers. | would also be willing to study the Moeat conatruction process to determing
what the needs are at thart level and to lend o knowledee and physical support to the
eftort

Can | eount on vour support? 17 s, please call so we can diseuss whaal the nexl step
should be. Thanks for your help.

Simearely,
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